
CHERRY LODGE GOLF CLUB VETERANS SECTION

 MINUTES OF ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING 12th JANUARY 2010

The meeting was held in the clubhouse and opened by the outgoing Captain Mike Lawrence at 1. 10pm. He informed the meeting that although not  part of the formal AGM agenda Brian Bamford Chairman of Directors would like the opportunity  to address the meeting at the close concerning the changes proposed to the course as a result of possible work with the Woodland Trust.

Apologies for Absence

Peter Hatton, Sid Altimas,

Minutes of Previous Meeting

No objections or comments were raised on the previous minutes so the 2009 minutes were taken as read.

Captains Report for 2009

Overall I’m happy to report a year of successful, friendly golf, tinged with a touch of competition with generally good weather, ignoring the last week or so. 

I have enjoyed the year but could not have completed it without the help of John Cowpertwait, Roy Trigg, Peter Hatton and Andrew Fairservice, and many of our past captains for occasional ad hoc advice. My thanks to each of these and to all our members for your support throughout the year.

Our fixtures of 20 friendly matches, cemented new and old friendships, our results improved this year having lost only one home match but 10 losses away. League matches I will leave to Peter Hatton. However, it has not always been plain sailing to get volunteers for all our matches, I would encourage more members to put your names down, you will enjoy it if you do. League players can be considered for the friendlies.

In other competitions, we again held a successful invitation team trophy competition which was won by Nizels for the second year. Thanks go to Ian Fallon for organising the entry. Our match against the Ladies resulted in us returning the trophy to them. The Juniors as always gave us a whitewash.

 A new innovation for 2009 following requests at last years AGM was the establishment of a Texas Scramble which proved to be a great success and no doubt will continue as a regular event. Another first was the establishment of the Vets Section on the Club website and also on a blog site. For this I would like to thank Trevor Sykes for his interest and work.

Our two main social events during 2009, St George’s Day and the Christmas Lunch were held successfully and were financially sound . I hope our partners enjoyed themselves as much as we did. 

During the year we collected £440 for my charity which was Prostate Cancer. Martin Hobbs charity event raised £433 for the RNLI.

Financially we subsidised by £1 all the meals for friendly and league matches. We also purchased a Union Flag and equipment for raising and lowering the flag pole. It is probable that some expenditure will be necessary for repairs to the Vets Trophy Cabinet, which has been damaged.

Sadly we were informed of the loss of two of our members during the year. Tom Gillet and Phil Underwood, our sympathies and thoughts go out to their families.

Finally in the absence of Peter Hatton I have the pleasure of reporting the League results, we came a creditable 4th in the league which is a marked improvement on our recent results, well done the League Team and my thanks to Peter for all his work.

Awards for the 2009 competition winners
Consistency League

1st Mervyn Kelly                                                                                                                                                                   2nd Frank May









                          3rd Gerry Reed and Ivan Clark                                                                                
                5th Alan Battcher                                                                                                                                 6th Barry Gull                                                                                                                                       7th Roy Philips                                                                                                                                      8th Peter Hatton                                                                                                                                 9th Alan Jerome                                                                                                                                10th Brian Norman

Winter knockout
Winner  Arthur Simpson                                                                                                           Runner Up    Peter Hatton

Summer Knockout Singles

Winner Alan Battcher                                                                                                                Runner Up  Jim Hogan

Summer Knockout Pairs

Winners  Peter Hatton and Paul Anderson                                                                            Runners Up Lew Sidlin and Richard Skelly        
Congratulations to all the years winners.

Brian Puttock raised a point of order, That, in past years knockout winners had received a monetary prize as well as a cup. Captain Mike said he would look into the matter and correct  any oversights their may have been.

Treasurers Report

The Treasurer, Andrew Fairservice reported finances were in good order and at the same level as the 2008 year end, and that Keith Parks {Company Secretary} would be auditing the accounts when time permitted. Andrew will be standing down as Treasurer this year, his replacement will be  Rod Mee {see new Captain Peters address.}

We have again made a short term loan to the Club of £2,500 which is due to be repaid in early 2010. 

Introduction of New Captain 

Mike Lawrence introduced the new 2010 Vets Captain Peter Carter and invited to take the chair for the remainder of the meeting.     
New Captains Address
Thanks Mike for your introduction and a personal thank you for all your help through 2009 in preparing for this year.

My first duty as Vets Captain is to thank you on behalf of all the Vets for your efforts in making 2009 an enjoyable golfing year for us all. To this end I would like present you with a token of our appreciation.

To all the Vets I would like to say I am honoured to be your Captain for 2010 and I hope with your support we can make 2010 a really successful year for the Vets section of Cherry Lodge.

I have a few other people I want to thank, during my year as Vice Captain I have come to realise that it takes a lot of effort on the part of a number of Vets, to ensure the smooth running of the group, so that we can all enjoy our golf over the year.

Top of the list is John Cowpertwait who looks after all the correspondence with other clubs for all our friendly matches, provides all the cards for our competitions and even gets to the club early to hand  them out and collect the money. Keep up the good work John . 

Next is Peter Hatton who has agreed to extend the normal 3 year period and continue as League Captain for a 4th term. I hope we have one of the other league players volunteering to take up this post in 2011.

I want to thank Andrew Fairservice for looking after the position of Vets Treasurer through 2009. Andrew is stepping down this year and will be handing over to Rod Mee who is going to fill this role. I look forward to Rod giving me lots of money over in support of the Vets section.

Other thanks go to Roy Trigg  who keeps us all honest by checking our scores, Martyn Hobbs, Chris Hearn, David Glanville and Ian Fallon for their help and advice given to me during my year as Vice Captain.

Which brings me to my final thank you, and that goes to Gerry Reed for agreeing to be my Vice Captain in 2010. I look forward to working with Gerry and I hope you will all give him your full support.

The Charity for this year will be The Harris Hospice.

The Captain’s away day will again be at Darenth Valley which I think gives enjoyable golf for a very reasonable price.

My first official function comes on the evening of Tuesday 26th of this month which  is the Burns  Night Dinner following the Anglo Scots Trophy in the morning. On the recommendation of a number of  members I have engaged the services of Annie Love to provide the evening entertainment. The entry sheets for the competition and the dinner selection are on the Vets board. I hope as many of you as possible attend and make it an evening to remember.

Before we move on to naming the Committee for 2010 and AOB I would like to address a couple of things.

First I want to talk about support for our interclub matches, both Friendly and  League . I am always amazed how we sometimes struggle to get enough players for these fixtures. All we pay for is the meal, the golf at all the courses comes free which if we went along on our own would be quite expensive.

The matches are great fun carried out in a really friendly atmosphere and I for one have only come up against one person I wasn’t keen on and that was because he never buys a drink at his home course.  So if anyone is holding back from putting their names up because they don’t think their game is good enough, don’t be put off, you will enjoy your selves.

It would be nice to get to the position where we have more names than we need for a match. Should this happen and you are not selected, you will definitely be selected the next time your name goes up.

Staying with the matches, if you play the away match you are expected to play the home match. If you can’t make this due to holidays etc: do not worry there will always be other home matches to play in.

Last but not least regarding the matches, some of the courses we play are more attractive than others. We usually get a good entry for these, but we don’t do so well for other courses. We need your support for all our matches regardless of the venue. 

Vets Notice Board        To help you plan your golf there will be a monthly look ahead for all the Vets events posted on the board.

Entry Sheets      Entry Sheets for all Medals, Competitions and Functions will be posted on the board one month in advance  of the events date to allow plenty of time for you to enter. These sheets will be taken down and the draw posted at least one week before the competition date. If you can’t get to the club to check your starting time you can ring me as I will always have a copy at home.

Drawn Completions       There has been a tendency in the past for some groups not to enter their names on the list for the draw and then turn up on the day and go out with their normal group of players. To preserve the fairness of all drawn competitions where groups are put together based on low, medium and high handicaps each entry list will have a closing date when the draw will be made, after which no further groups will be able to enter the competition. Should a player have to drop out of a group this slot would become vacant for the first reserve player.

Invitations From Other Clubs       Throughout the year we get various invitations from other clubs re: their open days etc. These generally go into the Vets folder which I don’t think all Vets know about. So that all Vets know about these invitations, a list will go up on our notice board showing dates and what is available in the folder.

Monthly Medals        In discussion with a number of previous Vets Captains how monthly medals should be conducted we couldn’t  arrive at a preferred method, so attached to the back of these minutes there is a sheet with 4 options suggested for the monthly medals. Can you tick your preferred option and we will go with the majority decision.

Note        Listed below are the 4 options together with the votes cast for each.

1.       Make all Medals Summer and Winter drawn competitions.          Votes for.  10

2.       Make the 6 Summer Medals drawn competitions.                          Votes for.  2

3.       Leave as is with 3 Summer Medals drawn competitions.               Votes for.  14

4        Have none of the Medals as drawn competitions.                           Votes for.  10 

Therefore option 3 will be used.

Committee for 2010
Captain                                            Peter Carter                                                                                                                       Vice Captain                                   Gerry Reed                                                                                                                               Treasurer                                         Rod Mee                                                                                                                               League Captain                              Peter Hatton                                                                                                            Friendlies Secretary                      John Cowpertwait                                                                                             Competition Secretary                 Roy Trigg                                                                                                         Team Trophy Secretary                Ian Fallon                                                                                               Immediate Past Captain              Mike Lawrence

Finally I thank you all for attending in such snowy weather and wish a happy and successful years golf.

AOB  


Peter Carter informed the meeting that the prices of Polo Shirts, Jumpers etc would  
remain unchanged for the next year.


Mike Sutch said there would be a Woodland Trust  information pack for each member before 
any vote is taken or  decision made.


Arthur Simpson asked if it was really necessary to keep £4,500 in the Vets account. Peter 
Carter said a reasonable  figure was needed in reserve to loan the £2,500 to the club and 
to cover various up front payments for events throughout the year.

The meeting closed at 2.05 pm.

Minutes by Gerry Reed.  



